FBC Family Bible Class
April 15, 2018
8:30 AM

Class Subject:	Theology 101: Theology Proper: The Person, Character, Nature, Works and Will of God.
Part Three: 	Knowing the Sovereignty of God: The Decrees of God

1. Review: 
1. Part One: Knowing the Personalities of God – His Person
1. Part Two: Knowing the Character of God – His Names
1. Part Three: Knowing the Sovereignty, Providence and Decrees of God -  His Power

2.  The Sovereignty, Providence and Decrees of God. (Part Three):

1. What does the word, “Sovereign or Sovereignty” mean? – GOD’S 

_________________________ TO RULE.

1. Theological Definition referring to God Himself: From His own innate dignity God exercises supreme authority and power with no areas of His province outside His control or jurisdiction. He has no rivals and enjoys full autonomy within Himself. God rules with justice and equity. He is no respector of persons. He is Omniscient, Omnipotent, Omnipresent. 

1. What does the word, “Providence” mean? – GOD’S 

____________________________________ TO RULE.

1. Webster’s Definition: Divine guidance or care, God conceived as the power sustaining and guiding human destiny, the quality or state of being provident.

1. A Theological Definition: God’s support, care and supervision over all of creation, from the moment of its creation to the present and into the future God is at work completing His sovereign will and design in the universe. 

1. Westminster Confession of Faith: “God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose and govern all creatures, actions and things, from the greatest event to the least, by His most wise and holy providence, according to His infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of His own will, to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness and mercy.”

1. What does the word, “Decree” mean? – GOD’S ______________________________________ IN RULING.

1. Webster’s Definition: An order having the force of law, a religious ordinance enacted by council, foreordaining will, a judicial decision in a court of law.

1. One Theological Definition: Reformed theology stresses the sovereignty og God in virtue of which He has sovereignly determined from all eternity whatsoever will come to pass, and works His sovereign will in His entire creation through His providence, both natural and spiritual, according to His predetermined decrees and plans. – Berkhof, Systematic Theology

1. The word, “DECREE” comes from the Biblical doctrine that means that God directs the world He has created. Man thinks in terms of many decrees, God has only one: His will accomplished down to the 
	minutest detail for the praise of His glory.

1. The Westminster Shorter Catechism States: The decrees of God are His eternal purpose according to the counsel of His will, whereby for His own glory, He hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.

1. What are the five different interpretations of how God decrees or controls His creation?

1.) THE ______________________: God is an inanimate force within nature and controls all things through the laws of nature He put in force. Pantheism teaches that God does not have personality or volition and He cannot interrupt the affairs of life for His purposes.

2.) THE ______________________: God is a powerful being who has created the world and has arranged for an orderly management of the world through His laws of nature. God is the source of all things but is not personally involved in the present affairs of the world. God has finished His work in the world, like a man winding up a clock which will run down independently of that man. The deist describes God as an absentee landlord who will return at the end of this age but is not concerned or actively controlling the day to day affairs of this life.

3.) THE ______________________: God is the architect, engineer and workman of this universe. God controls the universe to the most minute detail. His control is predetermined and thus, man must fit into God’s master plan and blueprint. At the same time they teach that man is a free agent who operates according to his freedom and one day will be judged for his freedom and choices.

4.) THE ______________________: God directs the affairs of this life but man is nothing but a pawn on a chess board that God moves around the board of life. One day man must give an account as a steward to his Creator for his life choices knowing that God directed the individual person to those choices.

5.) THE ______________________: God’s decree is eternal, unchangeable, wise, just and holy in the counsel whereby God eternally, and within Himself, determines all things that come to pass in the past, present and future for His own praise and glory. Nothing that happens goes against His sovereign plan although not everything that happens goes exactly as God would choose, for within His decree, God allows the freedom of man to be exercised, sometimes in rebellion towards God. But God has decreed that ultimately all things will be judged by Him, for all of Creation is accountable to Him. 

5.	God’s Decree understood through His Attributes: 

1. Since God is all Wisdom:



1. Since God is Eternal:



1. Since God is Immutable:



1. Since God is Holy, Sin’s presence:


       6. 	How does the Calvinist Viewpoint Explain the Decrees of God?

T – Total _______________________.

1. Mark 7:21-23
1. Jeremiah 17:9
1. Romans 6:20
1. I Corinthians 2:14
1. Ephesians 2:15
1. Ephesians 2:3
1. John 1:12,13
1. Philippians 1:29
1. John 6:28,29
1. Acts 13:48
1. Ephesians 1:1-11
U – Unconditional _________________________.

1. Ephesians 1:4-8
1. Romans 9:11
1. Romans 9:15,21

L – Limited ____________________________.

1. Matthew 26:28
1. John 10:11,15
1. Matthew 25:32,33
1. John 17:9
1. Acts 20:28
1. Ephesians 5:25-27
1. Isaiah 53:12
1. John 3:16
I – Irresistible _________________________.

1. Romans 9:16
1. Philippians 2:12,13
1. John 6:28,29
1. Acts 13:48
1. John 1:12,13
1. John 6:37
P – Perseverance of the __________________________.

1. John 10:27,28
1. John 6:47
1. Romans 8:1
1. Romans 8:28-39
1. I Corinthians 10:13
1. Philippians 1:6
7. 	How does the Armenian Viewpoint Explain the Decrees of God? 




8.	Some theological words and their definitions associated with the Sovereign, Providential DECREES of God.

1. PREDESTINATION:

1. FOREKNOWLEDGE:

1. ELECTION:


9. 	The Content of the DECREES of God:

1. The Physical Work of God:
1. The Social Work of God:
1. The Spiritual Work of God:
10.	The Strategies in the DECREES of God:
1. God works through the laws of _________________________________.
1. God works through the laws of human ______________________________________.
1. God works through ________________________________________.
1. God works through His _____________________________________________.
1. God works passively and ___________________________________.
1. God works all things to the praise of His ___________________________________.
Conclusions
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